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of  the 
Council . 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1953 .which  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained 
in  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  1/54  (Males)  dated  12th 
January  1954. 

Staff  There  were  no  staff  changes  in  the  year  1955 . 

Vital  Statistics. 


Births . There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  births  in  1955.  The 
birth  "rate  for  1953 ' was  12.85  per  1,000  population  compared  with 
17.89  in  1952.  It  is  lower  than  the  birth  rate  in  the  County  which 
was  16.06,  in  England  and  Wales  15-5  per  1,000  population. 

There  were  no  still  births  compared  with  1 in  1952. 

There  was  one  illegitimate  Birth , again  compared  with  - 1 .in 
the  previous  year,  but  because  of  the  fewer  births  in  1952  the 
percentage  of  the  total  births  of  illegitimate  births  4.2  is  higher 
than  in  1952  - 2.9^ 


The  percentage  for  the  whole  county  was 


Inf anti le  I- lortaliw. 

There  was  no  death  occur  ring  in  an  infant  under  lyear  of  age. 
This  is  very  satisfactory  and  has  been  maintained  for  the  last  thre 
years . 


In 

births 


the  County  the  infantile  mortality  w 
and  in  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was 


a s 


26 


50  per  1,000  live 


Deaths . 

There  were  19  deaths  in  the  district  giving  a rate  of  10.16 
per  1,000  population  comparing  with  14.09  in  1952. 

For  the  whole  of  the  County  the  death  rate  was  12.40  per  1,000 
population  and  for  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  11.4  per  1,000 
population. 

There  was  no  death  from  tuberculosis . Summary  of  the  causes 
of  death  show  that  hearts  and  vascular  diseases  cuase  the  largest 
number  of  death  and  cancer  was  responsible  for  2 deaths. 


infectious  Disea se. 

Although  no  notifications  of  any  infectious  disease  were  receives 
2 cases  of  paratyphoid  were  discovered  in  the  town.  Both  were  found 
to  bo  in  the  recovery-stage  of  the  disease  and  had  only  been  discovered 
by  information  from  Sheffield  where  a few  cases  had  been  reported 
and  which  cases  had  previously  been  in  Machynlleth . Much  investigation 
was  carried  out  to  try  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  cases  and 
including  bacteriological  examination  of  water  and  milk  and  the 
laying  of  sewer  swabs,  but  with  no  success. 

Uo  action  was  taken  under  section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  1948  as  amended  by  the  Notional  Assistance  Act  19.41. . 


I must  express  my  warmest  thanks  to  Mr  Brooks  Brans  for 
his  ever  willing  and  ready  help  on  numerous  occasions.  be  has 
always  been  extremely  helpful  and  most  prompt  in  dealing  with 
: nany  difficult  p r oh 1 ems . 

The  Clerk  has  always  been  available  to  give  his  advice 
and  assistance  on  many  occasions  and  his  help  is  invaluable 
and  much  appreciated* 

: The  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr  J„  Ivor  Jones  has  always 
been  ready  to  give  support  whenever  consulted  and  his  considered 
opinions  and  wide  experience  are  of  great  assistance. 

I would  also  like  to  thank  Miss  Rhiannon  Lewis  for  her 
readiness  at  all  times  to  be  of  service  in  the  office. 

Mr  Chairman  and  Members „ I have  the  honour  to  be  your 
o b e di en t s e r van  t , 


Amelia  Evans. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May  1954, 
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disease . 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis 


Paralytic 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

Non-peralytic 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Poo  cl  P o j.  s on  in  g,  „ 

0 . 24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 
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All  causes  under  1 year 

of  age c 
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24.8 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
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0.9 
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'Death  s . 
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births . 

women 

aged  15-.44 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy  childbirth 

and  the  puerperium. 

68 

0.10 

Abortion  with  tozeenia. 

7 

0.01 

1 

Other  Toxaemias  of  pregnancy  and 

th e Puorp er ium e 

166 

0.24 

H a emorrh  a g e of  p regno n cy 

and 

childbirth . 

90 

K\ 

i — 1 

O 

Abortion  without  mention 

of 

s op  s i s o r t ox aemi a . 

50 

0.04 

3 

Abort!  on  vi  th  Sep  sis. 

59 

0.06 

lx. 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy* 

child  births  and  the 

puorp orium . 

125 

0.18 

Tuberculosis . 


New  cases  put  on  register  in  1952 
New  cases  put  on  register  in  19531 
These  coses  occurred  in  the  following;- 


Male  - 

aged  1 

invo lving 

the 

peri toneum 

Male  - 

aged  21 

invo lving 

the 

lungs . 

Male  - 

aged  65 

involving 

th  e 

1 1 I'D  S „ 

Female 

- aged  15  - 

involving 

the 

skin. 

Female 

- aged  21  - 

involving- 

th  e 

lungs . 

Female 

- aged  22  - 

involving 

th  e 

lungs . 

Female 

- aged  62  - 

invo lving 

th  e 

lungs .. 

Female 

- aged  71  - 

invo  lving 

the 

nose  and  s' 

There  1 

were  5 cases 

removed  from  " 

the 

regi ster 

Male.  ' 

wi  tr  pul  mono/ 

cy  tn  bo  rou  1 os  i s 5 age  48 

4 


cured 


Journal c * with  non  pulmonarj  tuberculosis.,  age  5 
Female . ?;i th  tuberculosis  of  the  glands , age  23 
Female,,  with  punonary  tuberculosis 5 ago  3C 
F e m a 1 e a g e 5 9 w ro n g di  a gn os  is 

lumber  of  cases  on  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Inf ecti ou s D i seas e s . 


cured 

cured 

cured 

Br on  chi e c t a s i s 
26 


Bo  not if icati in  of  any  infectious  disease  was  received  in  1933* 
General  Provision  for  Health  J3ervipjgs_  in  the  Area. 

Ambulance . 

The  local  service  consists  of  the  St  John  Ambulance  and  is 
responsible  to  the  Ambulance  Committee  of  the  County  Council  Health 
Committee  <. 

Telephone.  Machynlleth  138. 

Sitting  cor  service  - All  requests  to 

C oun t y I e al  th  0 if  i c e s . 
liewtovni „ 

Tel  eph  one  - Newtown  203. 

Childrens  Offi cor . 

This  office  is . established  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
terms  of  the  Childrens  Act  1948 . 

The  Childrens  Officer  is ■- 

Mi  s s C . 0 w on  W ate  rh  ou  s e , 

Ch  i 1 dr  en  s Dep  a r t men  t 

C ount y Offi c o s , Welshpool. 

. Telephone  - Welshpool  228. 

The  Childrens  deception  Home  is  at  = :- 

1 2 y Br o nwy 1 f a 5 
Welshpool . 

Telephone  - Welshpool  109 

pomi ci  1;l ary  midwifery  and  Home  Nur^siyig . 

The  district  is  served  by-~ 

Bur  s e M . Robe rt s . 

Biynmair, 

Me  chynlletr  . 

Telephone  - Machynlleth  129. 

; ;ealth_  Vi  siting. 

The  lieu;  1th  Visitor  for  this  district  is  n- 

Miss  Ec  Jones. 

Ca ewern . C orri s . 

feleTMone  — Corris  225 • 
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Home  Help  ‘Service . 

Home  help  is  available  in  certain  case; 


on  application  to  the 


ei 


(Supervisor 
Mrs  11 


Goodwin, 

County  Health  Offices,  rertown. 

'Telephone  - Newtown  209* 

I would  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  the  invaluable 
service  offered  by  Home  helps  especially  in  the  care  of  elderly 
people  in  their  own  houses. 

Hospitals . 

The  local  hospital,  the  Machynlleth  aid  Corris  District  hospital 
is  controlled  by  the  Mid-Wales  Regional  Hospital  Board  based  at 
Aberystwyth . In  additi on  to  Medical  and  surgical  cases,  midwifery 
cases  are  also  admitted. 


Laboratory  S e rvi cp 


Bacteriological  examinations  arc  carried  out  by  the  Public 
health  Leo oratory  service  at 


Car di panshire  Genera 1 Hospita 1 , 
Abe  fpestwyth . 

Telephone  - Aberystwyth  21 6, 


As  in  previous  year  the  facilities  offered  by  this  laboratory 
have  been  freely  utilised,  and  tribute  must  be  paid  to  Dr,  ST.  V. Sudds 
and  her  staff  who  are  always  so  willing  to  help  with  many  technical 
problems . 


Maternity  and  Child  JTelfareh 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this  service. 

An  infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Church  Hall  Machynlleth 
on  the  second,  and  fourth  Tuesday  in  each  month  in  the  afternoon. 

Tub  o r culosis . 

The  service  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Th e Ch o s t phy s ici an , Dr . G . 0 . Th o ma s , h o 1 ds  clinics  e vc ry 
Wednesday  at  11  a.m.  at  the  Chest  Hospital,  Machynlleth 

Vaccination. 

the  local  General 


In  this  district  vaccination  is  carried  out  b. 

Practitioners  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

lymph  for  vaccina ti on  against  smallpox  can  be  obtained  from:. 

Public  Health  • Laboratory,  Ca.rd.iffW 


Diph th eri a Prophyl oxi s L 

Immurisati on  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  the  ago  of 
nine  months  to  one  year,  followed  by  a booster  dose  when  the  child 
goes  to  school  at  the  aye  of  5. 

The  service  is  carried  out  by  the  local  General  Practitioners 
and  by  tie  County  Health  Service  in  the  Infant  Wo If are  Clinic 
and  in  hho  local  school,, 


(11) 

SANITARY  CIRCUI' I3TANCES  ON 


A ITT  A 


1952 


on 


YATSR  jNJPgJk 

The  conditions  which  obtained  in 
in  the  19:52  annual  report  and  which  were 
inconvenience  and  irritation  to  consumer 
portions  of  the  new  trunk  main  were  brought 

The  relaying  of  parts  of  the  distribution  mains  and 
scraping  and  relining  of  the  remainder  also  improved  the 
of  supply , 

In  October  the 


described  in  detail 
ou rce  of  consider ab 1 e 


gradually 
Into  us 


eased  as 


1113.1 


r e s e r vo  ir  a t .is : 


the 

conditions 


00 


f acilita. 


certain  capital  works 


sgaireira  was  empried. 
and  the  town  derived  its  supply 

for  a period  from  Cwmyrwuen  Reservoir,,  The  capacity  of  this  reservoir 
proved  insufficient  to  supply  the  town  on  a constant  basis* during 


isurr lcien 

iry 

utilise  water  from 
th  e OwiriVrwden 
great  care  was 
workmen  and  to  ensu 

ca  bchment 


prolonged 


ana  t e mp  0 r a.  r y 
;he  streams  at  E 


arrangements  had  to  be  made  to 
sgaireira  Reservoir  to  augment 
Due  to  the  operations  at  Esgaireira  Reservoir 
3 ell  throughout  the  period  to  avoid  pollution  by 
purity  of  supply. 


grouno. 


at 


Esgaireira 


go g rations 


me 

end  of  the  year. 

Forestry  Commission  for  the  letting, 
catchment  ground . This  work,  when  complete 


a s'  s bi 11  unfence d a t t h e 
were  still  proceeding  with  the 

and  planting  of  the 
/fill  be  of  distinct 


xencing 


advantag 


Oj 


to  the  Council  in  the  conservation  of  water 
s up  p 1 y a t s o ur c e , 


and  puriry 


A very  small  number 

N)  , 


Oj 


in  the  town  are  supplied  from  a 
small  independant  water  supply  system  known  as  the  ,;Maesglas  supply51 
This  water  is  derived  from  an  upland  spring,  the  precise  source  is 
not  known  except  in  a general  way  and  is  not  protected  against 
pollution  by  animals  which  graze  upon  the  land.  The  water  from  this 
source  is  not  created  in  any  way. 

Statistics  relating  to  the  supply  are  as  follows  - 


(1) 

(2) 


(4) 

(2) 

(b) 

(7) 


Approximate  population  2 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  Urban  Area 

Number  of  houses  solely  dependant 
upon  external  standpipes. 

Number  of  other  premises  ditto 

Number  of  private  standpipes 

Number  of  public  standpipes 

Number  of  houses  solely  dependant  upon 


un  e 


Jaesgla; 


supply  (by  standpipe 


and  not  included  in  (3)  aoove 
Water  samples  were  submitted  during  the 


000 

630 

181 

9 

111 

2 


9 


analyses  with  the  following  results  - 

(A)  Town  Supply  _( deriv ed  from  ” 

Number  of  samples  taken 
lounger  found  to  bo  highly 


ye 


for  bacteriological 


- - h /- 


(2) 


;;i  ST. a o corv 


r Cwmiyrwden  Re  s er  vo  i r s ) 

20 

17 


(12) 


( rp ) Humber  found  to  have  a slight  amount  of  surface 

contamination  of  between  five  and  eight  non-faecal 

coli  per  100  ejI  3 


I:  o te . 


The  three  samples  referred  to  in  (3 ) above  migijt 
p o 1 lu t e d a t point  of  di s ch a r g e a t t op . Th  e y had 
with  the  extra-ordinary  conditions  existing  when 
reservoir  was  undergoing  reconstruction. 


have  been 
no  connection 
Ssgaireira 


( B ) I h e_sg Ins  Supply  (untreated). 

(1)  Ho  of  samples  taken  13 

(2)  Ho  found  to  be  highly  satisfactory  10 

(3)  Ho  as  in  A(3)  above  3 


.SEWERAGE .AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  _ 

The  difficulties  which  had  existed  for  some  years  continued 
during  1333 5 but  as  good  progress  was  being  made  upon  the  reconstruct! o 
of  the  sewers  and  disposal  works  the  Council  was  looking  forward  to 
an  early  improvement  in  the  very  unhygienic  conditions. 

During  the  year  the  sewage  was  found,  to  contain  B.  para-typhoid. 
Extra-ordinary  care  was  exercised,  in  the  welfare  arrangements  of  the 
many  men  employed  upon  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewers  and  disposal 
works,  and.  there  were  no  outbreaks  of  the  disease  amongst  the 
wo  rkmen < 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  IFSPBCTIOEb 

The  new  Ministry  of  Food.  Slaughterhouse  buildings  were  brought 
into  use  on  1st  May  1953 * and  meat  inspection  duties  were  commenced. 

All  the  meat  killed,  by  the  Ministry  during  the  year  from  1/5/53 
onwards  without  exception,  was  inspected. 


Early  in  July  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouses  at  Barmouth 
and  Dolgelley  were  closed  and.  all  areas  previously  supplied,  by  these 
two  slaughterhouses  were  thereafter  supplied  by  Machynlleth.. 
Slaughtering  took  place  throughout  each  day  of  the  week  including 
Sundays  and  this  necessitated  considerable  overtime  duties  on 
several  nights  per  week  upon  meat  inspection  work  which  was  carried 
out  in  addition  to  the  usual  routine  daily  duties, 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  was  presented  to  the  Council 
in  two  reports,  the  second  of  which  also  included  the  work  done  to 
February  1954- . 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  were  as  follows ' - 
ANIj:::AL3  . HUTOER ' KILLED.  HUMBER  INSPECTED^ 


Cattle 

628 

628 

Calves 

101 

101 

Sheep 

5655 

5665 

Pigs 

618 

613 

7010 


7010 


c 
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During  the  period  the  number  of  animals  found  to  be  affected  by- 


tuberculosis  wan 


as 


follows  - 


Cattle 

Cattle- 

Pics 


Pigs 


Generalised  T 
Primary  lb  G . 
Primary  T.B. 
Generalised  T 


An  intersting  feature  is  that 
to  be  infected  by  Di stoma  (flute).. 


'-7o 


= “33% 

= 10*00% 

= ly% 

= NIL 

cattle  livers  were  found 


analyses 
Th  e 


Appendices  A„  B.  C,  D and  E of  this  report  give  a detailed 
of  the  condemnations  and  causes  thereof 0 


ilCht  or 


meat  condemned,  was  11  549  lbs 


inspection  of  other  foodstuffs  entailed  the  condemnation  of  the 


A ollowing  An  tins. 

Plums 

Apples 

Green  Gages 

Tomatoes  ~ 

Peaches 

Pears 

Oranges 

Cherries 

Pineapple- 

Peas 

Soup  - 

Baked 
Teal 
Pork 

O 7 ' -<r\  1 

.O  0 O 0,1:- 

Ham 
Graces 


Be  ans 


.jars  packets 

4-9 

12 


10 

3 

3 

2 

33 

11 

13 
12 

19 

o 

23 

5 

L\r 

IS 

14 
12 

20 
3 


bottles  etc. 

Pickles 

Coffee 

Sauce 

Almond. 

Cake 

Strawberries 
Damsons 
Apricot 
Raspberries 
Bilberries 
Rhubarb 
Vegetables 
Spinach 
■Beetroot 
Manual  a do 
Brislings 
Sardines 
Fruit  Salad 
Sp  age  tt  li- 
st e am  Puddin 
Me  a o P.j_e3 


4 

2 

1 

1 

12 

2 

~7 

3 

3 

4 

o 

o 

2 

4 

2 


3 

6 

1 

2 

30 


ABaby  Food" 

Milk 

Jam  — 

^TJSlfc 

No  slum  clearance  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  There 
are  about  105  unfit  houses  in  the  urban  area  with  a further  number 

^ PTnr&j ri  nnr!  r-l  naesri  rvr-i  nr1  hn  1 Q-'iQ  bi,  T&mn  a 7 -h i nn  rl 


of  houses  condemned,  and  closed  prior  to  1959  but  requisitioned 
re- opened  and  occupied  due  to  the-  extreme  shortage  of  housing 


3 ccomnodation.  and  these  remained  under 
th r ou gh  ou t 1953- 


requisition  and  occupied 


time  was 
site  but 
to  a "housing 
At  the  en 
dif f.i  nn  it.i.os 


itate-aided  houses  were  erected 
lost  due  to  difficulties  - not 
in  getting  planning  consent  to 


on: 
i n 


Gh 


the  year.,  and  valuable 
acquisition  of  a 


change  an  '''industrial”  site 


site.  The  owner  of-  the  land  was  a willing  seller, 
of  the  year  planning  consent  had  been  obtained  but 
arose.  in  th  o acorn  i si  hi.  on  of  land  for  an  access  road. 


o 


(14) 


W 8 S 


This  natter  had 
rece ivirpg  a c ti ve 


not  been  resolved  at  the  close  of  the 
and  vigorous  attention  of  the  Council 


year, 


but 


INFORilAL  1:011  CES , 


Humber  of  informal  notices  issued 
Number  cone  lied  with  during  the  year 
Number  outstanding  at  close  of  year 

Analyses  of  matters  covered  by  above  notices  s- 

Drainage  or  sanitary  defects 

1 ou  s ing  Do f o c t s 

A c cumu  1 a-  ti  ons  of  r o fu  s e 

0 a nip  in g g r o ends 

Factory  Acts 

heat  Stall 

STATUTORY  pbdoiixjre  . 

Number  of  Statu  lory  Notices  served. 


h9 

91 


30 

13 
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